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RECAP CH. 13 

− Paul and Barnabas were sent out by the church at Antioch of Syria (Map) 

− V15 Invited to speak 

− What message is preached? Message of Salvation – V26 

− Furthered detailed as “Forgiveness of sins” V38 

− Justification – V39 

− Today’s passage – Eternal life 

− Ends his sermon with a warning because the Gospel demands a response – V40/41 

Acts 13:42-52 

V42 – Hungry for the Word. Stay and preach next week…we want more 

V43 – Some couldn’t wait until next week, so they followed. Paul and Barnabas persuaded 

(urged) them to continue in the grace of God. 11:23, 14:22, 2 Peter 3:18 

“Grow in grace – for the way to stand is to grow; the way to be steadfast is to go forward. There 

is no standing except by progression.” (Spurgeon) 

Marathon runner from Tanzania John AkkWari  

“My country did not send me 5,000 miles to start the race; they sent me 5,000 miles to finish the 

race.” 

Hebrews 12:1-2 Keep going – Finish Strong – Marathon, not sprint 

V44 – Almost the whole city…to hear what? Paul and Barnabas? No, to hear the Word of God. 

V45 – Filled with envy…blaspheming Paul or Jesus? If they were speaking against Paul, it was 

because he was preaching Jesus. Thus, they were blaspheming, contradicting and rejecting Jesus. 

Luke 10:16 

V46a – Look at what they do when faced with opposition…They grew bold and kept preaching. 

We see this all throughout the Book of Acts. 

Boldness – 4:29/31, 9:29, 2:29 These references to boldness are all within the context of either 

opposition or even hostility and attempts on the apostles’ lives. Alan J. Thompson asked the 

question, “How then did this boldness arise?” Then, he gives three answers: 

− Supernaturally as a result of the Holy Spirit, as we saw there in 4:31. 

− Linked to a conviction about the message preached. Knowing the source of the message 

(God), the content of the message (God's saving action in Christ) and the eternal 

significance of the message (life) brings confidence in proclaiming the message. Their 

message after all promised not health and wealth in this life but ‘new life’ or ‘eternal 

life’.  
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− The truth of the resurrection brought boldness. 

V46b – To the Jew first 3:23, Romans 1:16. You reject it... We turn to the Gentiles. Although 

these Jews rejected, Paul did not reject the Jews in their entirety. We see all throughout the Book 

of Acts that Paul continues to make his first stop in the synagogue when he arrives in a new city. 

This turning to the Gentiles also does not contradict Paul's message regarding the future for 

Israel that we find in the book of Romans, notably in chapters 9-11. 

V47 – Why to the Gentiles? Isaiah 49:1-6 

You = Jesus, but Paul said the Lord has commanded us.  

Luke 2:32 – Simeon, John 8:12 

Jesus or Paul? Yes 

C. K. Barrett Paul is a light to the Gentiles only in virtue of the Christ he preaches; Christ is a 

light to the gentiles as He is preached to them by his servants. 

John 8:12, Matthew 5:14 

Here is something else I found interesting. Isa 49:6 – Acts 1:8 to the end of the earth 

Same wording in the Greek. Septuagint and NT 

Matt 5:14 / Acts 1:8 – You all 

Christ is a light unto the world through you! 

Through you all…2nd person plural 

The mission is corporate. 

The God who saves individuals by faith alone does not save them to be alone. Nor does he save 

them that they might fulfill his mission alone…Matt Sliger 

V48 – Appointed….believed 13:39 God knows but we don’t, so preach the Gospel. Results 

belong to the Lord. 

V49 – They believed, and the word spread. As a result of their conversion the gospel message 

was spread throughout the region: converts are meant to be evangelist. – Ian Marshall 

V50-52 – Mark 6:10-11, Gal 5:22 

Summary 

− Continue in the grace of God- Finish Strong – grow in the grace and knowledge (2 Pet 

3:18) 

− Be bold witnesses of Christ. Preach the word boldly. 



3 
 

− Be a light in the world by reflecting the light of Christ. Corporately- you all- LFF to the 

community 

− Trust God – leave results to God 

− Be led and controlled by the Holy Spirit and be joy filled 

 


