The Gospel Prospers
Acts 9:31-43

Romans 5:3 we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance…
Romans 5:4 and perseverance, character, and character, hope. 
Romans 5:5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. NKJV
When the LORD comforts His people, it is not necessarily the absence of trouble or suffering. His comfort gives strength and encouragement to mature us to make it through the hard times. 
The LORD’s comfort gives His followers strength and encouragement to mature and make it through the hard times. 
The LORD’s comfort also gives a believer perseverance through trials, leading to spiritual growth. The LORD can use our suffering to set us apart for His use. 
Please open your Bibles to Acts 9
[bookmark: _Hlk205385626]Last week, we talked about how Ananias obeyed the LORD and Saul demonstrated a radical transformation in his life.
Even though Ananias had heard all the rumors about Saul’s terrible past, he accepted the fact that Saul had repented and was a brother in the LORD. We also learned that…
Saul was a part of the Jewish leadership before his conversion, but later, the persecutor became the persecuted. 
Today, we will hear about a couple of healings and how the early church began to prosper after the conversion of Saul. 
I. The Church experienced peace. 
Read Acts 9:31
When we began Acts 9, we learned how Saul went to the High Priest to get permission to arrest Christians.
Here at the end of Acts 9, we see the Church was prospering because of all that had taken place, and for the first time since the death of Stephen, the persecution had calmed down. 
This is not to say that there was zero persecution, but it did calm down somewhat at this time in history. 
Why? The two main enemies of the Church at this time were Saul, who had become a Christian, and the Jewish leadership, who had a new battle to fight, other than the Church at this time. 
According to Josephus, at this time, Caligula became Emperor of Rome and ordered the governor of Syria to set up a statue of him in the Temple in Jerusalem and force the Jews to worship it.
During this same time, the Jews got a new High Priest. 
The Jews were more concerned with the forced emperor worship rather than with the Jewish persecution of the Church. 
The Emperor Caligula was assassinated in 41 A.D., and the heavy persecution of the Church started back up.
The LORD turned the threat of Saul and the Jewish leadership into a major blessing. The LORD’s work not only continued, but it grew, even while the battle raged on. 
Jesus speaking of Himself said in Matthew 16:18 on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. NKJV
Notice churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria…
We do not have the history of who planted the churches in Galilee, but they are mentioned here in this passage. 
In no way does the Bible detail every moment of history, but we are given the history we need within scripture. 
The Book of Acts is only a partial history of all the wonderful things that were happening in the beginning of the early Church. 
Notice, “The churches… had peace.”
Again, not all the persecution against the Church had stopped, but the Church had peace during persecution.
When the LORD comforts His people, it is not necessarily the absence of trouble or suffering.
The LORD’s comfort gives His followers strength and encouragement to mature and make it through the hard times. 
The LORD’s comfort also gives a believer perseverance through trials, leading to spiritual growth. Notice, during this time, “The churches… were edified.”
The word edified, means built up, or as “the building of a house”. The churches were growing in numbers and strength.
When the church is "edified," it means the believers are spiritually strengthened, built up, and encouraged in their faith. 
Vine’s dictionary states that edification is more than just encouragement; it also includes any activity that results in more Christlikeness, either in oneself or in another believer. 
Notice, “And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied.”
Arthur Pierson says the word comfort used here is the same word translated Helper or Comforter in John 14:16 (paraclesis).
John 14:16 I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever —   
John 14:17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. NKJV
[bookmark: _Hlk206668631]For Christians, Jesus has sent His Holy Spirit into our lives to empower, guide, direct, teach, and nurture, and to comfort us. 
As Christ-followers, we are not left here as orphans; the LORD is always with us, living inside of us for every step of the way. 
The presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives fills us with hope instead of despair.  His presence produces the fruit of the Spirit. 
We don’t have to let our circumstances dictate our peace. The Spirit’s presence produces peace instead of worry.  
Romans 8:26 Likewise, the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 
Romans 8:27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God. NKJV
In Christ, we can walk free from sin’s control in the comfort of the Holy Spirit because the Spirit produces righteousness and gives peace to every believer.
The Church was also walking in the fear of the Lord. 
gotquestions.org says the fear of the Lord for the unbeliever, the is the fear of the judgment of God and eternal death, which is eternal separation from God.
For the believer, the fear of the Lord is something different. The believer’s fear is having a reverence for God. Reverence and awe are the motivating factors for us to surrender. 
1 John 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. 
1 John 4:19 We love Him because He first loved us. NKJV
Because these Churches were walking in the fear of the Lord, and living in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, notice… 
And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied. 
True spiritual growth is a result of allowing the Lord to rule and reign in the Church. 
Acts 2:46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 
Acts 2:47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. NKJV
II. A healing at Lydda. 
Read Acts 9:32-35
Lydda is located near modern-day Tel Ariv. 
Most of the time of the original apostles was spent in Jerusalem, but here, we see Peter, after dealing with Simon, began traveling through all parts of the country doing ministry work. 
The LORD prompted Peter to go to Lydda because He had a plan for Aeneas to be healed. 
Notice what Peter said, “Jesus the Christ heals you.” Peter didn’t try to claim the power of healing for himself; rather, he let it be known that it was Jesus alone who performed the miracle.
Remember back to Acts 3, when Peter ran into a beggar at the beautiful gate, and he told the man…
Acts 3:6 Peter said, "Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk." NKJV
Peter was the conduit the LORD was going to use for the healing, but it was Jesus Christ who healed Aeneas. 
[bookmark: _Hlk206669034]The LORD does use people as His conduits for miracles, but woe to the person who thinks they possess anything themselves. 
Some men and women claim to be faith healers and have falsely pronounced others healed, which then resulted in tragedy. 
Paul said in 2 Corinthians 3:5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God, NKJV
Here in our narrative, Peter did not heal with the power of Peter. Peter relied solely on the power of Jesus. Notice what he told Aeneas, “Arise and make your bed.”
Peter watched his Savior and mentor, Jesus, heal a man this way. 
In Mark 2, they brought a paralytic to Jesus, and they let down the bed on which the paralytic was lying. Jesus healed the man and forgave his sins. 
Mark 2:9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say, 'Arise, take up your bed and walk'?  
Mark 2:10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins." NKJV
A miracle is an unexpected outpouring of God’s power that is not a natural occurrence. 
Miracles demonstrate God’s involvement in humans’ lives. 
[bookmark: _Hlk206669148]Miracles are not merely displays of supernatural power, but they serve as signs pointing to deeper spiritual truths and realities. Miracles serve God’s purposes and will. 
Miracles can serve as proof for the LORD’s messengers, prophets, and apostles.
Miracles demonstrate God's sovereignty over nature, healing, and death, to stimulate faith in God and His promises. 
R.C. Sproul says the miracles in the Bible are not primarily to prove the existence of God, but to prove the legitimacy and validity of someone commissioned by God to speak His word. 
Notice the result of this miracle of healing. vs. 35, So all who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord
III. The miracle of life. 
Read Acts 9:36-43
Both names of this woman, Dorcas and Tabitha, mean deer or gazelle. She was a well-loved member of the body at Joppa. 
Notice, we are told that she was full of good works and charitable deeds.
We always make sure we learn that we are saved by grace, through faith in Christ, and not by our works. 
Titus 3:5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 
Skip to Titus 3:8, This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm constantly, that those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain good works. NKJV
Tabitha was a charitable person who did a lot of good works and even made clothing for the needy in Joppa. 
Tabitha had become ill and had already died, and then the believers heard Peter was in the town of Lydda and sent for him. 
Did these followers think that Peter could resurrect Dorcas or to perform her funeral?
Peter wasn’t in Joppa when Tabitha died, but he wasn’t far away, and the disciples in Joppa had heard about the miracles happening in Lydda and begged Peter to come.
These disciples demonstrated faith in Christ by calling for Peter.
Peter had witnessed Jesus raise three people from the dead before He was crucified and raised from the dead: Jairus’ daughter, the widow’s son, and Lazarus. 
Again, Peter is performing miracles he witnessed His master do. 
When it comes to faith in Christ being able to raise the dead, I want to remind you of an Old Testament narrative about faith. 
So again, by the time we get to this narrative in the Book of Acts, Peter had witnessed Jesus raise three people from the grave; he also witnessed Christ rise from the dead. 
But, think about the faith of Abraham. 
In the chapter known as the great hall of faith, we read…
Hebrews 11:17, By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,  
Hebrews 11:18, of whom it was said, "In Isaac your seed shall be called,"   
Hebrews 11:19, concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense. NKJV
When Abraham believed that God was able to raise Isaac up at that time in Biblical history, there had not been anyone raised from the dead. 
By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac. As far as Abraham was concerned, the sacrifice was complete; by faith, he really did sacrifice his son.
[bookmark: _Hlk206669474]In Hebrews 11:19, “concluding” is the word accounting. Abraham calculated God’s promise worthy of confidence.
Acts 9:39b, All the widows stood by him, weeping. 
Many expected Peter to simply comfort these widows and others in their grief over Dorcas’ death, but again, Peter remembered what Jesus did before His crucifixion, raising some to life. 
Peter put the widows all out, just as Jesus had done in Mark with the daughter of the ruler of the synagogue.
With the narrative of Jairus’ daughter, when Jesus arrived, there were people already mourning the girl’s death.
In the Jewish culture, professional mourners were hired to keep long vigils while the body lay in state; even a poor family would hire at least 2 flute players and a professional mourner. 
A professional mourner would express grief for the family. 
In that same narrative, we are told what the professionals did to Jesus, Matthew 9:24, “And they laughed him to scorn” KJV
As Jesus walked to Jairus' home, a friend informed Jairus of the sad news, "Your daughter is dead." But Jesus said, "Do not be afraid; only believe, and she will be made well." 
So why does Jesus ask the mourners to leave? Maybe…
· Jesus didn’t want to cast His pearls before swine or to make entertainment out of His miracle in front of mockers.
· Or…by clearing the room of an extremely noisy crowd, He brought peace, quiet, and stillness to the situation.
[bookmark: _Hlk206669536]When a person harbors unbelief in their heart, it is difficult for them to believe in miracles when they occur. 
Peter put out the widows and then said, “Tabitha, arise.”
In the healing of Jarius’ daughter, Jesus said, “Talitha, cumi” which means little girl, arise. Now Peter said, “Tabitha cumi.” 
Peter could hear Jesus’ words in his mind as he ministered, and Peter was doing what he had been taught by his master. 
And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter, she sat up.
Think about the fact that the Lord raised Tabitha but allowed Stephen to stay dead after being stoned to death.  
It is not that Tabitha was more important than Stephen, but this shows us God has a plan, and His ways are not our ways!
We should simply trust the LORD in His wisdom and knowledge in all things. Peter called the saints and widows. This is the first time Christians are called saints in Acts. 
Christians are saints, not because we are perfect people, but because we are set apart from the world and bought by the precious blood of Jesus Christ. 
Notice, he stayed many days in Joppa with Simon, a tanner. 
This is striking because a good Jew was forbidden to associate with anyone who routinely worked with dead animals.
Peter was becoming less concerned about Jewish traditions and ceremony, and this will be reinforced in Peter in Acts 10.
Galatians 3:11 that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for "the just shall live by faith."   
Galatians 3:12 Yet the law is not of faith, but "the man who does them shall live by them." NKJV
IV. Practical Application. 
Jesus was growing His church through the power of the Holy Spirit and used Peter mightily with the miraculous healing of Aeneas and the raising of Dorcas from the dead. 
These miracles led to many people believing in the Lord and strengthening the early church. 
[bookmark: _Hlk206669730]The Church experienced peace and growth because of these miracles, with the surrounding communities believing in the Lord, recognizing His divine power working in the early church.
The Lord uses His people, like Peter, to expand His church despite the challenges of a fallen world
Romans 5:3 we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance…
Romans 5:4 and perseverance, character, and character, hope. 
Romans 5:5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. NKJV
[bookmark: _Hlk206669808]When the LORD comforts His people, it is not necessarily the absence of trouble or suffering. His comfort gives strength and encouragement to mature us to make it through the hard times. 
The LORD’s comfort also gives a believer perseverance through trials, leading to spiritual growth. The LORD uses Miracles to emphasize the gospel as the power of God for salvation. 
Paul said in Romans 1:16, For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, NKJV
Once we are saved, the gospel is the power of God for our sanctification, which means we are being made holy, becoming more like Christ, and set apart for the LORD's use.
Sanctification will stretch us. But the LORD is powerful, and He will sustain and grow us more and more into His image.
Remember, we learned that this is the first time Christians were called saints, set apart. The Bible is clear that we are sanctified at the moment of salvation, but we are also being sanctified. 
Romans 15:15 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written more boldly to you on some points, as reminding you, because of the grace given to me by God, 
Romans 15:16 that I might be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering of the Gentiles might be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
We were sanctified (past tense) at salvation, and we are being sanctified (an ongoing process, present tense) by being made holy, separate from sin, for God's special purposes at salvation. 
However, our ongoing transformation is a gift from God, with obedience, maturity, and growth in a relationship with Him. 
It culminates in ultimate holiness at the return of Christ.
[bookmark: _Hlk206669891]Sanctification is a work of God's grace, not something we can achieve on our own. The Holy Spirit is our power for sanctification, enabling us to put off sin and live for Christ. 
[bookmark: _Hlk206670040]This is a definitive, one-time event that occurs when we are justified and united with Christ by faith, making us holy to God. 
Colossians 1:21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 
Colossians 1:22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight. NKJV
But the final stage of sanctification will be completed when Christ returns, bringing believers into full and perfect holiness.
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