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I. The accusation.  Acts 11:1-4
“It (sharing a meal) solidifies bonds of FRIENDSHIP, family, and community. A table, likewise, is the epicenter of daily life.” (Dallas Jewish Historical Society) 
· Peter calmly shared what the Lord had laid on his heart and how God was working through this whole circumstance because once again, Peter showed evidence of a CHANGED heart. 
After the vision from the Lord, Peter taught the Gentiles that they didn’t have to become Jews first and be under the Law, but they needed to place their trust in Christ to be SAVED. 

II. Don’t shoot the messenger.  Acts 11:15-18
The statement from Peter “who was I, that I could WITHSTAND God” was probably one of the things that caused those of the circumcision to finally accept the Gentiles.
· After a moment to contemplate all the LORD had done with the Gentiles, those of the circumcision professed that God did indeed grant them REPENTANCE to life. 
2 Timothy 2:25 in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will GRANT them repentance, so that they may know the truth, 

III. The Church at Antioch.  Acts 11:19-24
Antioch was known for loose MORALS, prostitution, and the worship of false gods. 
· Barnabas encouraged the believers at Antioch, and the RESULT was that a great many people were added to the Lord.

IV. Little Christ.  Acts 11:25-26
Barnabas realized that because the LORD was moving in the lives of so many people, he was going to need some help DISCIPLING the new converts.
· Initially, the term Christian was a derogatory term used to demean the followers of Christ, because Christian actually means “LITTLE Christ.” 
V. Practical Application. 
The best way to cultivate long-term spiritual health is to invest in INTENTIONAL, spiritual relationships. 

Small Group Discussion  

Looking back at your notes from this week’s sermon, was there anything that caught your attention, challenged, or confused you?
1. Read Acts 11:1-4. Why did the believers in Judea criticize Peter when he returned from Cornelius's house? How did Peter's account of the events at Cornelius's house address the criticism? 
2. What lessons can we learn from Peter's willingness to obey God, even when it went against his cultural background? What did Peter mean when he said the Holy Spirit fell "just as on us at the beginning"?                                                                                                                       John 14:26, Romans 8:26, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Galatians 5:17-18
3. What qualities of the church at Antioch should be reflected in a church fellowship today?                                                                                                                                                     Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 8:34, Luke 9:23, Romans 7:18 
4. Read Acts 11:25. What was important about Barnabas's decision to seek out Paul? Discuss the importance of forming a Barnabas, Paul, Timothy model of discipleship.                                                                                          Acts 14:14, 1 Corinthians 11:1, 2 Timothy 2:2
5. Why were the disciples first called "Christians" in Antioch, and what does this title signify?                                                                                         Matthew 5:16, Matthew 7:20, Matthew 16:24 
6. How does this passage deepen our understanding of the growth and discipleship of the early Christian church? 

7. What is your idea of a good discipleship training method? Where is your spiritual life development currently? How could you benefit from some discipleship training?                                                                            Deuteronomy 34:9, John 8:31-32, John 13:14-15
8. Discuss the Practical Application of the Sermon.                                         Matthew 18:15-17              
